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ON commencing a new year 
the Editors cannot do justice to 
their feelings without indulging 
a few reflections. The occasion 
naturally leads us toa cursory re- 
view of the past year. Who can 
but reflect how numerous and va- 
rious are the blessings which we 
have enjoyed! How great a priv- 
ilege rs it, to have our lives spar- 
ed another year—to enjoy the 
means of grace and the offers of 
the gosnel—to be allowed far- 
ther space, for making our peace 
with God and preparing for a 
happy eternity ! With what a va- 
riety of blessings civil, social, do- 
mestic and personal, have we 
been favored ! What return have 
we made to our heavenly Bene- 
factor for all these blessings ?—~ 
Have we rendered unto him the 
tribute of grateful hearts and obe- 
dient lives? Has it been often 
the devoutaspiration of ourhearts, 
when contemplating those mer- 
cies, ** Bless the Lord, O our 
souls; and all that is within us, 
bless his holy name. Bless the 
Lord, O our souls, and forget not 
all his benefits.”” Has it been the 
constant enquiry of our minds, 
what shall we render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits towards 





us? What shall we do for him, 
who is continually doing so much 
for us ? Have we manifested our 
gratitude by our obedience ?—~ 
Have we been faithful in all the 
duties of morality and religion? 
Has it been our great aim to glo- 
rify God and to do good to our 
fellowmen ? Has the goodness of 
God led us to sincere repentance 
of all our sins? Or have we been 
ungrateful for all the mercies 
which we have received? Have we 
been disobedient and unfaithful ia 
our lives, abused the divine pa- 
tience and longsuffering towards 
us, and provoked God still more 
to pour out his wrath upon us ? 
If so it behoves us immediately to 
repent and seek the divine par- 
don, for we may not live to en- 
joy and abuse such mercies an- 
other year. 

But to be more particular.— 
Let those of us who are ministers 
review the past year with respect 
to ourselves. Let each one say, 
‘[ have now been continued an- 
other year, in the vineyard of my 
Lord and Master. What fruit 
have I borne? How have I dis- 
charged the important and ardu- 
ous duties incumbe.:t on me ?— 
Have I been faithful ?—faithfal 
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to my God—faithful to my fel- 
lowmen and faithful to my own 
soul? Have I diligently and faith- 
fully preached the word ? Have 
I been instant in season and out 
of season ? Have I not forborn to 
**reprove, rebuke and_ exhort 
with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine ?”?’ Have I watched for 
souls as one that must give ac- 
count? However this may be, 
the time is hastening when it 
must be decided at the dread tri- 
bunal of Jehovah, whether this 
has been the case or not, and 
when, unless it has been the case, 
the blood of souls will be found 
in my skirts. This solemn event 
is now one year nearer, and I have 
one year more, for which I must 
give an-account. And perhaps 
I shali be called, before the end 
of another year, to give up this 
account. How solemn and aw- 
ful are these considerations !— 
How ought they to stimulate me 
to diligence, watchfulness and 
faithfulness in my Master’s ser- 
vice, ‘ that I may be able to give 
up my account with joy and not 
with grief ’ 

Let the professing Christian 
say, ‘I have now been favored 
with another year, to try the sin- 
cerity of my profession, to exam- 
ine the foundation of my hope, 
and to * make my calling and 
election sure.’ How have I im- 

roved it ? I have vowed eternal 
fidelity to my Lord and Master— 
Have I been faithful to my vows? 
Have I been careful to adorn the 
doctrine of God my Savior ?— 
Have | exhibited evidence, to all 
around me, that I believe what I 
profess ; that I am what my pro- 
fession indicates ; that I live as 
it requires? Has it been mani- 
fest from my conduct, that I have 


[ Jaw. 


been ‘ renewed in the spirit of 
my mind”’—that I live above the 
world; that I “ have my con- 
versation in heaven ?””? Above all, 
have I labored * to have alway 
a conscience void of offence to- 
ward God and toward men?’ [ 
h4ve enjoyed, another year, the 
means of grace. What improve- 
ment have I made, under divine 
cultivation? Have I become 
more holy, humble and _ heaven- 
ly-minded ? Have I become more 
confirmed and established in the 
faith ? Have my views of divine 
truth become more clear, consist- 
ent and enlarged ? And have I be- 
come more strengthened and con- 
firmed in all the habits of grace 
and godliness? Or have I been 
unfaithful to my Lord, brought 
dishonor upon the sacred cause, 
which I have espoused, given the 
lie to my profession, and, by my 
unchristian conduct, been a stum- 
bling block in the way of others ? 
If so, let me speedily repent and 
do my first works, for it will soon 
be too late. ‘Time flies apace. 
Year after year is rapidly rolling 


away and hastening. my appear- 


ance, before the judgment seat of 
Christ. And O how could I 
bear to hear him say to me in that 
day ‘ Depart from me thou hyp- 
ocrite into everlasting fire prepar- 
ed for the devil and his angels ? 

Let every impenitent sinner say, 
I have been favored with anoth- 
er year of probationary time. 1 
have enjoyed the means of gracé 
and opportunity for repentance. 


I have had the gracious offers of 


the gospel frequently sounded in 
my ears or presented to my eyes. 
I have been freely invited and ur- 
gently exhorted to embrace them. 
Ihave been solemnly warned ot 


the danger of delay ; and the aw- 
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ful—the unspeakably awful con- 
sequences, of dying in a state of 
impenitency- But I have not 
been hereby softened to repen- 
tance; I have not been excited to 
flee for refuge to lay held on the 
hope set before me in the gospel. 
I have spent another year in sin. 
IT have slighted all these gracious 
offers, abused all this mercy and 
longsuffering towards me, and 
been “ treasuring up unto myself 
wrath against the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God.” And now 
whether God will ever give me 
repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth, after so long and so 
great abuse of his mercy, I know 
not. Ihave reason to fear that 
he will give*me over to a hard 
heart anda blind mind, and take 
nis Holy Spirit entirely from me. 
And wo be to him who is thus 
forsaken of his Maker. I am 
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hastening to the judgment seat of 
Christ, to the bar of a righteous 
and a holy God, to render a strict 
and impartial account of the deeds 
done in the body. And how 
dreadful beyond description will 
be my doom, should ! appear 
before that dread tribunal with- 
out an interest in the blessed Re- 
deemer—to be punished with ev- 
erlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of his power! How 
alarming is my condition !— 
Awake then, O my soul, from thy 
lethargy. Continue no longer at 
ease in sin. Flee, flee, without 
delay, to the ark of safety pro- 
vided for perishing sinners, as a 
shelter from the storm of divine 
wrath which hangs over a guilty 
world. Thus let us all resolve 
and act, and we shall find the new 
year which has now begun a hap- 


py year. 
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The following narrative first appeared in the Assembly’s Magazine, and af- 


terwards in the Panoplist, and in the Massachusetts Magazine. 


We pre- 


sume, however, that most of our readers have not had an opportunity to pe- 
ruse it, and that none will regret, that, after the repeated solicitation of in- 


dividuals, we have consented to transfer it to the Adviser. 


We tearn that 


this sketch is from the pen of an eminent layman, an intimate friend of Mr. 


Tennent. 


LIFE OF THE REV. 


AMONG the duties which 
every generation owes to those 
which are to succeed it, we may 
reckon the careful delineation of 
the characters of those whose ex- 


ample deserves, and may invite 
imitation, . .xample speaks loud- 


The narrative may therefore be relied on as authentic, 


Epirors. 


WILLIAM TENNENT, 


er than precept, and living prac. 
tical religion has a much greater 
effect on mankind than argument 
or eloquence. Hence, the lives 
of pious men become the most 
important sources of instruction 
and warning to posterity ; while 
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their exemplary conduct affords 
the best commentary on the re- 
ligion they professed. But when 
such men have been remarkably 
favored of God, with unusual 
degrees of light and knowledge, 
and have been honored by the 
special and extraordinary influ- 
ences of his Holy Spirit, and by 
the most manifest and’ wonder- 
ful interpositions of divine Provi- 
dence in their behalf, it becomes 
a duty of more than common ob. 
ligation, to hand down to poster- 
ity the principal events of their 
lives, together with such useful 
inferences as they naturally ay 
gest. A neglect of this duty, 
even by oes who may be 
CONSCIBUS of the want of abilities 
necessary for the complete biog- 
rapher, is greatly culpable ; for, 
if the strictest attention be paid 
to the truth of the facts related, 
and all exaggeration or partial 
representation be carefully avoid- 
ed, the want of other furniture 
can be no excuse for burying in 
oblivion that conduct, which, it 
known, might edily and benefit 
the world. 

The writer of these memoirs 
has difficulties of a peculiar kind 
to encounter, in attempting to 
sketch the life of that modest, 
humble, and worthy man, whose 
actions, exercises, and sentiments 
he wishes to record. Worldly 
men, who are emulous to trans- 
mit their names to following ages, 
to leave such materials 


take care 

for the = ae as may 
secure the celebrity which they 
seck. Dr on humble follower 
of the meck and lowly Jesus, 
whose sole aim is the glory of 
God, in the welrare of immortal 


souls, goes on, from day to day, 
Him who is invisible, 
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careful to approve himself only 
to the Searcher of hearts, regard- 
less of worldly fame or distinc- 
tion, and leaving it to his heav- 
enly Father to reward him open- 
ly, in the day of final account. 
The writer of such-a man’s life 
must principally rely on a per- 
sonal acquaintance with him, and 
the communications of his inti- 
mate friends, for the information 
which shall be imparted to the 
public. In these circumstances 
it is a embarrassing if 
some of the facts to be recorded 
are of such a nature, that it is 
most desirable to have their au- 


thenticity so fully established, 
that sncredwnty shall be con- 
founded, and the sneer of 


sceptical and profagiie lose its ef- 
fect. But the writer of the fol- 
lowing narrative, though placed 
in these circumstances, and hav- 
ing such facts to detail, has nev- 
ertheless determined to proceed. 


He has refreshed and corrected - 


his own recollection, by the most 
careful inquiries 
possibly make of others, until-he 
is well assured, that what he shall 
state is incontestibletruth. From 
the very nature of several things, 
of which an account will be giv- 
en, they do not indeed admit of 
any other direct testimony than 
that of the remarkable man to 
whom they relate. But if there 
ever was a person, who deserved 
to be believed unreservedly on 
his own word, it was he. He 
possessed an integrity of soul and 
a soundness of judgment, which 
did actually secure him an un- 
limited confidence from all who 
knew him. paver species of de- 
ception, falsehood, and exagger- 
ation he abhorred and s 


cornec. 
e am 
He was an Israelite “indeed, in 


that he could . 
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whom there was no guile. With 
such materials, then, as have been 
mentioned, and for a work of 
such character as has been hint- 
ed, the writer has untertaken his 
task. He has undertaken what 
he would most gladly have re- 
signed to an abler hand; but 
from which, as no other offered, 
he dared not withhold his own. 
He could wish that speculative 
and evenunbelieving minds might 
be instructed and convinced by 
these memoirs. But his princi- 
pal object, and that in which he 
trusts he shall not be entirely dis- 
appointed, is to direct, assist, and 
comfort pious souls, groaning un- 
der the pressure of the calamities 
which they often’ have to endure 
in their pilgrimage through the 
wilderness of this world. 

The late | WicuiisMm Ten- 
NENT, Of Fre@mold, in the county 
of Monmouth, in the State of 
New Jersey, of whom we write, 
was the second son of the Rev. 
William ‘Yennent, minister of the 
gospel at Neshaminy, in Bucks 
county, in the state of Pennsylva- 
nia. This last gentleman was o- 
riginally a minister of the church 
of England, in the then kingdom 
of lreland, where he was born 
and received his education. He 
was chaplain to an Irish noble- 
man, but being conscientiously 


scrupulous of conforming to the 
iterms imposed on the clergy of 


that kingdom. he was deprived of 
is living. He now became ac- 
quainted with the famous Gil- 
bert Kennedy, of , a Presby- 
terian minister, who had also been 
ersecuted for his religious prin- 
inles, and soon after married his 
Finding it difficult to 
‘ontinue at home with any satis- 
actory degree of usefulness, and 
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his family inereasing, after a few 
years he determined to emigrate 
to America, where he was ene 
couraged to hope for a greater 
liberty of conscience, as well as 
the prospect of being employed in 
extending the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in that new world. He 
arrived at Philadelphia in the 
summer of 1718, with his wife, 
four sons, and one daughter.— 
His sons were, Gilbert, who 
was afterwards the pastor of the 
second Presbyterian church in 
Philadelphia ; William, the sub. 
ject of these memoirs; John, 
who became pastor of the church 
at Freehold, and died at the age 
of twenty-five years; and Charles, 
afterwards minister of the Pres- 
byterian church at Whiteclay 
creek, whence he removed to 
Buckingham, in Maryland. 
William Tennent, the father, 
on his first coming to America, 
settled at East Chester, in the 
then province of New York, and 
afterwards removed to Bedford. 
In a short time he was called to 
Bucks county, in Pennsylvania, 
and preached at Bensalem and 
Smithfield ; but soon after set- 
tled permanently at Neshaminy, 
in the same county. Being skill- 
ed in the Latin language, so a‘ to 
speak and write it almost as well 
as his mother tongue, a good pro- 
ficient also in the other ‘earned 
languages, and weil read in di- 
vinity, he deterritnea to set up 
a school for the tstruction of 


‘youth, paracularly of those de- 


sizned for the gospel ministry, 
as the best service he could ren- 
der to Ged and his new adopted 
country ; education being then at 
avery low ebb. ‘here appear- 
ed, in his apprehension, a very 
large field for the propagation 
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of the gospel, could a sufficient 
number of faithful laborers be 
found for so great a harvest. A 
learned ministry, he well knew, 
vas necessary to the sure founda- 
tion of the church of Ghrist, es- 
pecially in a new country, so pe- 
culiarly exposed to every invader, 
and where the enemy might so 
successfully sow tares among the 
wheat. In pursuance of this de- 
sign, he established an academy, 
and built a house, since known by 
the name of the log-college. 
Soon after his arrival in Bucks 
county, on full consideration, he 
left the church of England, and, 
to enlarge his sphere of useful- 
ness, determined to join the Pres- 
byterian church. Accordingly, 
he applied to the synod of Phila- 
delpheia for admission into their 
communion ; and, on due exami- 
nation, and complying with their 
stated rules, he was very cordial- 
ly received. At the. first meet- 
ing of the synod afterwads, he 
addressed that venerable body, in 
an elegant Latin oration, which 
added greatly to his celebrity, 
and increased the hopes of his 
friends as to the success of the 
institution he had founded. ‘To 
erect and support such an impor- 
tant seminary of learning, out of 
his own private purse, at that 
early period, in a new country 
just rising from a savage wilder- 
ness, and to devote himself to so 
severe a service. in addition to 
his pastoral charge, was a boon to 


his generation, that at this day 


cannot be easily nor sufficiently 
appreciated. 

His expectations, in a few 
years, were more than realized. 
In this institution the principal 
men of the day, and many of the 
Presbyterian clergy, were educa- 





ted, and added greatly to the ir. 
crease and usefulness of their 
churches. The late Rev. Messrs. 
Rowland, Campbell, Lawrence, 
Beatty, Rebinson, and Samuel 
Blair, with many others, were 
among the number of his pupils, 
and thought themselves honored 
by being considered as sons of 
this humble seminary. Here al- 
so his own four sons receives 
their education, and were prepar- 
ed for their important services. 
Had these been the only fruits of 
that infant academy, Americz 
would have reason to rejoice, and 
to render thanks to that God, who 
directed this gentleman to visit 
her shores. 

His second son, Wrrxiaw, 
who is the subject of these sketch- 
es, was born on the 3d day of 
June, 1705, in thggcounty of An- 
trim, «in Trelandliiend was just 
turned of thirteen years when he 
arrived in America. He appited 
himself, with much “zeal and in- 
dustrv, to his studies, and maae 
great proficiency in the lamcuag- 
es, particularly in the Latin.— 
Being early impressed with a deep 
sense of divine things, he scon de- 
termined to follow the example 
of his father and clder brother, 
by devoiing himself to the service 
of God in the ministry of the 
gospel. His brother Gilbert be- 
ing called to the pastoral charge 
of the church at New Brunswick; 
in New Jersey, and making a ve- 
ry considerable figure as a useful 
and popular preacher ; William 
determined, as he had complet- 
ed his course in the languages, to 
study divinity under his brother. 
Accordingly he left his father’s 
house, with his consent and by hi: 
advice, and went to New Bruns- 
wick, At his departure from 
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home, which was considered as 
his setting out in life, ‘his father 
addressed him with greataffection, 
commending him to the favor 
= protection of that God, from 
»hom he himself had received so 
much mercy, and who had direct- 
ed him in all his migrations. tle 
gave him a small sum of money, 
as the amount of all he could do 
for him, telling him that if he be- 
haved well and did his duty, this 


Was an ample provision for him ; 


ond it he should act otherwise, 


and prove ungrateful to a kind 
and gracious God, it was too 
much and more than he deserv- 
ed. Thus, with a pittance, and 
the blessing of a pious and affec- 
tionate parent, of more conse- 
quence than thousands of pounds, 
the young student set out in the 
world. = 

After a regular course of stu- 
dy itt useology, Mr. Tennent was 
preparing for his examination by 
the presbytery, as a candidate for 
the gospel ministry. Hts intense 
application affected his health, 
and brought on a pain ina his 
breast and a slight hectic. He 
soon became emaciated, and at 
length was like a living skeleton. 
His life was now threatened. 
He was attended by a physician, 
ayoung gentleman who was at- 
tached to him by the strictest and 
warmest friendship. He grew 
worse and worse, till little hope 
of life was left. In this situation 
his spirits failed him, and he be- 
gan to entertain doubts of his fi- 
nal happiness. He was convers- 
ing, one morning, with his brotn- 
er, in Latin, on the state of his 
soul, when he fainted and died 
away. Ajter the usual time, he 
was laid out on a board, accord- 
ing to the common practice of 
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the country, and ‘the neigborhood 
were invited to attend his funers 
alon the next days In the eves 
ning, his physician and friend res 
turned from a ride into the coun- 
try, and was afllicted beyond 
measure at the news of his death. 
He could not be persuaded that 
it was certain; and on being told 
that one of the persons who had 
assisted in laying out the body 
thought he had observed a little 


tremor of the flesh under the arm, 


although the body was cold and 
stiff, he endeavored to ascertain 
the fact.. He first put his own 
hand into warm water to make it 
as sensible as possible, and then 
felt under the arm, and at the 
heart, and atirmed that he felt 
an unusual warmth, though no 
one else could. He had the 
body restored to a warm bed, 
and insisted that the people, who 
had been invited to the funeral, 
should be requested not to at- 
tend. ‘To this the brother ob- 
jected as absurd, the eyes being 
sunk, the lips discolored, and the 
whole body cold and stiff. How- 
ever, the doctor finally prevail- 
ed; and a!l probable means were 
used, to discover symptoms of 
returning life, But the third day 
arrived, and no hopes were enter- 
tained of success but by the doc- 
tor, who never left him night nor 
day. The peaple were again in- 
vited, and assembled to atrend the 
funeral. The doctor stili object- 
ed, and at last confined his res 
quest for delay to one hour, then 
to half an hour, and finally to a 
quarter of an hour. He had dis- 
covered that the tonzve was much 
swo'n, ‘and threatened to er ack, 
He was endeavoring to soften it, 
by some emollient omtment put 
upon it with a feather, when the 
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brother came in, about the expi- 
ration of the last period, and mis- 
taking what the doctor was do- 
ine, for an attempt to feed him, 
manifested seme resentment, and 
i a Spirited tone, said, ‘* It is 
shameful to be feeding a lifeless 
corpse ;” and insisted, with earn- 
estness, that the funeral should 
immediately proceed. At this 
critical and important moment, 
the body, to the breat alarm and 
astonishment of all present open- 
ed its + yes, gave a dreadful groan, 
and sunk agamn wto apparent 
death. This put an end to all 
iheiidiios of burying him, and ev- 

ery effort was again employed in 
hopes of bringing about a speedy 
resuscitation. In about an hour, 
the eyes again opened, a heavy 
groan proceeded from the body, 
and again all appearance of ani- 
mation vanished In anotner 
hour life seemed to return with 
more power, and a coniplete re- 
vival took place, to the great joy 
of the family and friends, and to 
the no small astonishment and 
conviction of very many who had 
been ridiculing the idea of restor- 
ing to life a dead body. 

Mr. Tennent continued in so 
weak and low a state for 6 weeks, 
that great doubts were entertain- 
ed of his final recovery. How- 
ever, after that period, he recov- 
ered much faster, but it was a- 
bout twelve months before he 
was completely restored. After 
~ was able to walk the room, 

! to take notice of what passed 
meio him, on a Sunday after- 
noon, his sister, who had stayed 
from church to attend him, was 
reading in the Bible, when he 
took notice of it, and asked her 
what she had in her hand. She 


answered that she was reading 
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the Bible. He replied, ** What 
is the Bible : ? I know not what 
you mean.” “This affected the 
sister so much that she burst into 
tears, and informed him, that he 
was once well acquainted with it. 
On her reporting this to the 
brother when he returned, Mr. 
‘Yennent was found, upon exam- 
ination, to be totally ignorant of 
every transaction of his life pre- 
vious to his sickness. He could 
not read a single word, neither 
did he seem to have any idea of 

what it meant. As soon as he 
Scat capable of attention, he 
was taught to read and write, as 
children are usually taught, and 
afterwards began to learn the La- 
tin language under the tuition of 
Lis brother. One day as he was 
reciting a lesson im Cornelius 
Nepos. he suddenly sfarted, clap- 
ped his hand to his head, as if 
something had hurt him, -and 
made a pause. His brother ask. 
ing him what was the matter, he 
said, that he felt a sudden shock 
in his head, and it now seemed to 
him as if he had read that book 
before. By degrees his recoliec- 
tion was : restored, and he couid 
speak the Latin as fluently as bes 
fore his sickness. His memory 
so completely revived, that he 
gained a perfect knowledge of 
the past transactions of his life, 
as if no difficulty had previously 
occurred. This event, at the 
time, made a considerabie noise, 
and afforded not only matter of 
serious contemplation to the de- 
vout Christian, especially whe 
connected with what follows in 
this narration, but furnished a 
subject of deep investigation and 
learned inquiry to the real phi- 
losopher and curious anatomist. 


(To be continued, ) | 


v 











4810.] On the duty of praying for a revival of Religion. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


5995908 F0390E0 


On the duty of praying for a revival 
of Religion. 

Ezekiel xxxvi. 37. Thus saith the 
Lord God, I will yet for this be en- 
quired of by the house of Israel, to do 
it for them. 

By the house of Israel in this 
passage, is meant the church. 
The enquiry, V which the house ot 
Israel isto make, consists of pray- 
er to God. From a view of the 
context it appears, that the thing 
to be requested, is a revival of re- 
ligion. 

Doctrine. It is the duty of the 
church to pray for a revival of 
religion. 

I. Represent the manner in 
which the church should pray 
for a revival of religion. 

II. Support the doctrine. 

I, ‘The manner is briefly to be 
represented in which the church 
should pray for a revival of re- 
es 

. There should bea cordial 
see the of God. This is beauti- 
fully illustrated by the suppliant 
eer of the king of Israel._— 

‘As the hgart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panteth my soul 
after thee, OGod. My soul thirst- 
eth for God, for the living God.”’ 

The time will come when multi- 
tudes, with this fervent and de- 
votional spirit, will ** go speedily 
to pray before the Lord, and to 
seek the Lord of hosts.” 

The chureh should pray 
with all the heart. ‘ Ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your 


beart, 


And Iwill be found of 


you saith the Lord, andI will 
turn away your captivity ”’ 

3. The church should pray 
with a penitent acknowledgment 
of her offences. It is possible 
there may bea ‘*son of Carmi” 
inthe camp. Josh. vii. There 
may be * a little leaven” tending 
tc diffuse its destructive influence 
through “ the whole lump.” ! 
Cor.v. There may be a depar- 
ture from sound doctrine. Kev. 
ii. 14. 15. Or there may be some 
Laodicean lukewarmness. | Rev, 
iit. 14—16. If so, then there 
must be a penitent confession of 
sin. Until this be done, there 
can be no reasanable hope, that 
God will come and revive lis 
work. * 1 will go, saith the Lord, 

and return to my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and 
seek my face.’? 

The church should pray in 
the name of Christ. ‘* Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in my name,” 
says the Lord Jesus, * that will 
Ido.” Jam the way and the 
truth, and the life: no man com- 
eth unto the Father, but by me.” 
5. There must be a mourning 
and lamentation for the wornds 
which Christ has received in the 
house of his friends. Sach wounds 
are very cruel, deep and bitter. 
Encompassed with the blackest 
ingratitude, they pierce, not only 
the side, but the dzart. of the Re. 
deemer ; and crucily afresh that 
just One. There should there- 
fore, be deep mourning, and great 
lamentation. It should be like 
that **of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddo,” when king 
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Josiah was hit by the archers, and 
wounded to death. Zech. xi. 9 
=——14, 2 Chron. xxxv. 23-—25. 

. The: church should make 
supplication for the holy Spirit, 
and for the good effects of his sal- 
utary influence. ‘There is an ex- 
cellent example in the Song ot 
Solomon. ‘ Awake, O north- 
wind, and come, thou south, blow 
upon my garden, that the spices 
thereof may flow out: let my 
beloved come into his garden, and 
eat his pleasant fruits.”’ 

With grateful recollection 
of favors, in times that are past, 
the church should particularly 
pray, ** Wilt thou not revive us a- 
gain 2”? * Return, we beseech thee, 
O God of hosts: look down from 
heaven, and behold and visit this 
vine; and the vineyard, which 
thy right hand hath planted, and 
thebranchthat thou mad’st strony 
for thyself.”’ * Turn ys again, O 
Lord Gad of hosts, cause thy face 
to shine, and we shall be saved. 

8. Prayer for a rivjval of reli- 
gion should be offered by the 
church in a collective capacity. 
There should be an explicit agree- 
ment, as to the time ; and “ as 
touching the thing that they shall 
ask’ ‘This agreement may be 
made not only by “* two or three” 
individual Christians, but by any 
single church, or by a number of 
churches collectively, as in the 
generalconcert for prayer, both in 
America and i God will 
be eetueee of by the douse of [se 
rael. ** Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, It shall yet come to pass, 
that there shall come people, and 
the inhabitants of many cities. 
And the inhabitants of one city 
shall go to another, saying, Let 
us go speedily to pray before the 
Lord, and to seek the Lord of 
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hosts: I will go also, Yea, ma- 
ny people and strong nations shall 
come to seek the Lord of hosts in 
Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord.” 

9. The church should pray 
with zeal, and with perseverance. 
Those, who ‘** make mention of 
the Lord, should not keep si- 
lence ; they should give him no 
rest, till he establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth.” ‘ For Zion’s sake will I 
not hold my peace, and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake [ will not rest, until 

the righteousness thereof go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 

II. Some reasons are to be of- 
fered to shew why it is the duty of 
the church to pray for a revival 
of religion. 

l. It is the will of God as ex- 
pressed inthe text. “ I will yet 
tor this be enquired of by the 
house of Israel.”? The word this 
refers to the great revival which 
is predicted in the context. I[ w//, 
saith God, be enquired of for this. 

2. Itis the prerogative of God 
to produce such an event; or, 
*to doit for them.” ‘ Having 
mercy on whom he will have 
mercy,” he * causes it to rain up- 
on one city, and cases it not to 
rain upon another city.” The 
Spirit of truth, when poured up- 
ona people, “ reproves the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, ancl 
of judgment,” *s When the day of 
Pentecost is fully come,” many 
are filled with the holy Ghost ;” 
many “ are pricked in the heart,” 
and cry in distress, ‘* Men and 
brethren, what shall we do ?”’ 
*¢ Born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God,” there 
is a goodly number, who * glad- 




































£810.] On the duty of praying for a revival of Religion. 13 


ly receive the word,” and are 
«‘ added to the church, of such as 
shall be saved.’’ It is therefore, 
the duty of the church to pray 
God * to do it for them,” 

3. Prayer should be offered, by 
the house of Israel, for a revival 
of religion, that Christ may re- 
ceive reward for his sufferings.— 
It isa matter of infinite import- 
ance, that the blessed Redeemer 
should “ see of the travel of his 
soul, and be satisfied.” “ It 
pleased the Lord to bruise him, 
and put him to grief.” His 
soul was exceedingly sorrowful, 
even unto death.” By his bitter 
and ignominious crucifixion oa 
Calvary, “his soul was made an 
offering for sin.”? It is therefore 
a consideration of the greatest 
moment, that asa reward of “his 
stripes’? and unutterable “ afflic- 
tion,”’? he should * see his seed,’”’ 
‘justify many,” and “ the pleas- 
ure of the Lord prosper ia his 
hand.” But in order to this, 
there must be revivals of religion ; 
and in order to there being revi- 
vals of religion, there must be 
prayer in the church. 

4. The Lord Jesus argues up- 
on the subject. In the eleventh 
of Luke he mingles arguments 
with commands and promises.— 
First he commands, * When ye 
pray, say, Our Father which art 
in heaven; Hallowed be thy 
name. ‘Thy kingdom come.— 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 
in earth.” Having mentioned 
this, with some other things for 
which he requires us to pray, he 
then proceeds to the argument. 
“Which of you, says he, shall 
have a friend, and shall go unto 
him at midnight, and say unto 
him, Friend, lend me three ldves : : 
For a friend of mine in his jour- 


ney is come to me, and I have 
nothing to set before him: And 
he from within shall answer and 
say, Trouble me not ; the door 
is now shut, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot rise 
and give thee. I say unto you, 
Though he will not rise and give 
him, because he is his friend ; 
yet because of his importunity, 
he will rise, and give him as ma- 
ny as he needeth.” ~This is his 
firstargument. Compatible with 
his infinite dignity and authority 
as God-man, he next proceeds to 


miugle promises with commands. . 


‘*And I say unto you, Ask, and 
it shall be given you: seek, and 
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you.” Now he 
argues again, and makes his ap-« 
plication to the case in hand.— 
‘‘ If ason shall ask bread of any 
of you that is a father, will he 
give him a stone ?” This is both 
an argument, and an appeal to 
conscience. He adds, * Or if he 
ask a fish, will he for a fish give 
hima serpent ? Or ifhe shall ask 
an egg, will he offer hima scor- 
pion ? If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your 
children; how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the 


holy Spirit to them that ask him?’? . 


How should the church realize 
the force of such arguments, and 
be constrained by the influence of 
such exceeding great and prectous 
promises, mingled with the Sav- 
ior’s pungent appeals to the con- 
science ! 

5. It is a divine injunction of 
great sublimity and awiul solem- 
nity, which every church” should 
deeply feel, * Ye that make men- 
tion of the Lord, keep not silence ; 
And give him no rest, till he es- 
tablish, and till he make Jerusa- 
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lem.a praise in theearth.” Fora 
church to neglect a precept of 
such inimitable beauty and infi- 
nite authority, would be highly 
repugnant to every just idea of 
the Christian character. Let all 
the brethren pray then, for a re- 
vival of religion. 

6. The scriptures evidently 
represent, that a revival of reli- 
gion, and the prosperity of the 
church, are connected with pray- 
er. ‘ Thus saith the Lord God, 
I will yet for this be enquired of 
by the house of Israel, sto do it 
for them, I will increase them 
with men like a flock.”? ‘To the 
Same purpose arePs. 122. 5—9. 
Isa. 25. 9. Isa. 66. 8. Hosea 14. 
Zech. 12. 8.10. Jer. 29. 11 —14. 
Jer. 50. 4. 5. and many other pas- 
sages. 

We greatly need a revival 
ef religion. We are beset with 
a multitude ofevils, against which 
nothing can be an effectual rem- 
edy, short of the special opera- 
tions of the Spirit of all grace. 

8. Revivals of religion have 
a tendency to promote happiness. 
When there was an awakening in 
Samaria, under the preaching of 
Philip, tt is said, * There was 
great joy in that city.” ‘ The 
wicked are like the troubled sea, 
when it €annot rest, whose wa- 
ters cast up mire and dirt. — 
There is no peace, satth my God, 
to the wicked.” But those who 
are made to believe, by the efh- 
cacious operations of the holy 
Spirit, have “ joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” 

9. Revivais of religion have a 
tendc:« y to promote the glory of 
God. They exhibit the infinite 
riches of sovereign grace. The 
unconditional submission of new- 
born sculs, is a solemn testimony 


[J4n. 


to the spotless inflexible purity of 
divine justice. ‘The blood of 
the everlasting covenant,”? which 
‘“‘cleanseth from all sin,” as ap- 
plied to the soul by the Spirit of 
God, and as the only permanent 
foundation of the work of grace 
and the Christian’s hope, is more 
highly appreciated than the tran- 
scient interests of a thousand 
worlds ; because by that precious 
blood the Father is glorified. In 
a word, God is not only the ori- 
gin, but the end, of every genu- 
ine religious attention. All the 
glory he has, in a most wise, and 
hoiy manner, secured to himself. 
For this reason, therefore, the 
church should pray for a revival 
of religion, that.God may be glo- 
rified. 

This subject suggests for con- 
sideration the following Refiec- 
tions. 

1, This subject teaches the 
doctrine of dependence. If a 
child asks a favor of his natural 
father, his petition implies, that 
he is dependent on his father for 
the thing he asks. The prayer of 
the church implies dependence on 
God. ‘There is no propriety in 
asking any thing of our heavenly 
Father, which it does not belong 
to him to bestow. I fit is the du- 
ty of the church to pray for a re- 
vival of religion, then .-od is the 
cause of such a revival; and 
those who are the subjects of a- 
wakening, conviction and regen- 
ys ape are dependent on God, 

n the same sense that an effect is 

dependent on its cause. ‘Those 
who deny, that they are in this 
seinse, Gependent, to be consistent 
with themselv eS, should also de- 
ny the duty of prayer. 

The doctrine of dependence 
is an inducement to activity.— 
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The more the church truly reali- 

es her dependence, the more ac- 
tive, importunate and persever- 
ing she will be, in her supplica- 
tions, at the throne of grace.— 
Those who trust in their own 
strength, and love to exhibit their 
fancied absurdities, on the sub- 
ject of dependence, can consist- 
ently offer no reason for activity 
in prayer. Influenced by their 
prejudice against the truth, as 
carnal and torpid sluggards, they 
will cast off fear, and restrain 
prayer before God. For no per- 
son can possibly fee/ the necessity 
and importance of taking his 
place, as a humble suppliant, at 
the footstool of Jehovah, without 
a knowledge of absolute depen- 
dence. 

3. Those who never pray for 
an awakening, do not realize the 
importance of having one. Their 
eyes are closed.in the slumbers 
of stupidity. To the authorita- 
tive voice of God in the text, they 
are deaf. ‘Their consciences are 
“seared with a hot iron’, and 
“their hearts are hardened thro’ 
unbelief.” ‘hey regard not 
the work of the Lord, neither 
consider the operation of his 
hands.”? It may then be remark- 
ed, 

4. That it is entirely out of 
character for a professor never to 

ray for a revival of religion.— 
He totally disregards the solemn 
duty under consideration, and 
practically despises all the argu- 
Ments by which it is supported. 
By his conduct he contemns the 
most invaluable privileges of the 
church, the immortal interests of 
precious souls, the blood of the 
ever blessed Redeemer, and the 
glory of God. Persons of this 
description, are “ clouds without 


water, carried about of winds ; 
trees whose fruit withereth, with- 
out fruit, twice dead, plucked up 
by the roots—to whom is reserv- 
ed the blackness of darkness fore 
ever.” 

_5. All, who oppose revivals of 
religion, oppose God. ‘They op- 
pose his work ; and to oppose his 
work is to oppose him. They 
** do always resist the holy 
Ghost.”? They have reason, theres 
fore, to ** beware, lest that come 
upon them, which is spoken of 
in the prophets, ** Behold, ye des- 
pisers, and wonder, and perish : 
for 1 work a work in your days, 
a work which you shall in ne 
wise believe, though a man de- 
clare it unto you.” ‘ Wo untae 
him that striveth with his Maker.” 

6. Every one, who prays for 
a revival of religion, should con- 
duct agreeably to his prayers. 
The language of actions is much 
louder, and much more forcible 
and persuasive, than that of 
words. ‘To pray lke a child of 
God, and then to conduct like a 
fallen spirit, is an absurdity too 
horrible for human eloquence to 
describe! ‘The tendency would 
be as pernicious as the inconsist- 
ency isgreat and astonishing !— 
Though +n prayer, “I should 
speak with the tongues of men, 
and of angels ;”? and in conduct, 
it should appear, that my heart i# 
not engaged in the cause cf God, 
“ Tam become as Ss unding brass, 
or a tinkling cymbal.” 

7. When the church is awake 
ened to pray fora revival of re. 
ligion, it isa tcken for good.— 
We have reason, then to expect 
the ovtpouring of the divire Spir- 
it. For “ tius saith the Lord 
God, I will yct for this be enquir- 
¢d of by the house of Israel, to 
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do itforthem.”® And our bles- 
sed Savior has plainly informed 
us, that ** our heavenly Father is 
much more ready to give the ho- 
ly Spirit to them who ask him 
than any earthly parent to give 
good things to their children.” 
Let us take the encouragement, 
and all pray, that God would 
“ pour out his Spirit,” and “ re- 
vive us again.” Let every one 
awake-from his slumbers, and be 
upto his duty. O sleeper ! in- 
stantly “* arise, call upon God, if 
so be that he will think upon us, 
and we perish not.” 
PRZCORDITER. 


By admitting the fcllowing communi- 
cation, the Editors weuld not be 
considered as giving an opinion re- 
specting the sentiments contained in 
it. They presume a candid dis- 
cussion of the subject will interest 
their readers. A piece in defence 
of the other side of the question 
would be thankfully received. 

An enquiry respecting the dury en- 
joined, ) Cor. v.11. With such an 
one no not to eat. 


RESPECTING the inten- 
tion of this passage, divines have 
been much divided. It is admit- 
ted by all, that the direction 1s 
given to professing christians, and 
Jays downa ruleof conduct, which 
is to he observed by them as such. 
It is admitted also, that the sub- 
ject, whom the rule respects, is a 
professing christian, butone whose 
conduet has been so irregular, 
that it is his brethren’s duty to cast 
him out, or excommunicate him. 
But it is not agreed what particu- 
lar kind of intercourse is here pro- 
hibited. Whether the eating 
forbidden, is something to be ob- 
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‘served previous to his excommu- 


nication, or something included 
in that judicial act, or something 
to be observed subsequent to it, 
are questions that are sill deba- 
ted.—In other words, some con- 
tend, that the eating here prohib- 
ited is that of the Lord’s table on- 
ly, and others, that it is that of an 
ordinary table. The enquiry, 
therefore, on which J] am now en- 
tering, 1s entirely practical, and as 
it is important, that we should har. 
monize in practice as well as in 
sentiment, it merits a serious and 
careful attention. 

From a critieal examination of 
this passage in its connection, I 
have been led to conclude, that it 
is eating at the Lord’s table sole- 
ly, to which the apostle refers, 
and which‘he prohibits. My rea- 
sons for this conclusion I will en- 
deavor to state, with as much 
clearness and precision as possi- 
ble. 

1. The great object of the apos- 
tle in this chapter, appears to be, 
to persuade his Corinthian breth- 
ren to exconimunicate a corrupt 
member, who for some time had 
been very unsuitably retained in 
their communion. In verse 1. he 
mentions the offence, which, as 
he understood, subsisted among 
them. In the next, he reproves 
them for not having mourned and 
purged themselves from it. He 
then proceeds to tell them what 
he had already done, though ab- 
sent in body yet present in spirit, 
and requires them to confirm his. 
sentence, by delivering such an 
one to Satan for the destruction ot 
the flesh, that the spirit might be 
saved in the day of the Lord Je- 
sus. rom this he goes on to 
reason the case with them, bring- 
ing into view various considera. 
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tions, to convince them of the 
propriety, and importance of 
complying with his directions. 
This exhortation he brings to a 
close by repeating his injunction 
in the last verse in the chapter, 
“ therefore put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person.” 
Through the whole of this chap- 
ter, the apostle appears to be pre- 
scribing to that church a duty, to 
be discharged respecting an of- 
fending brother. ‘This duty, so 
far asit appears to be here con- 
templated, terminates in the ju- 
dicial sentence of ireeneatt dal 
tion—in putting him away from 
among themselves. No where in 
this cHptt, is the offender con- 
templated, as having been already 
cast out: and, of course, we 
cannot rationa ily supp ose, thata 
line of conduct, to be abies -ved to- 

ward an excommunicated person, 
ts brought inti view by the apos- 


tle at all. We are constrained, 

therefore, to ace, that the pro- 

hibition contained-in this passage, 
oO 


e2nnot be eit led for something 
ceubsequent to excommunication ; 
and if this- must be admitted, it 
follows of course, that it refers to 
eating at the table of the Lord 


a“ 


2, The form of expression, 
— useofrodesignate thesubject 
this vik Pane id is such,‘as ‘vi 
ively confines the prohibition to 
his being excommu: rh ee The 
participle, translated called, 1s in 
the egret and not inthe past 
time. Our present translation, 
whieh vaaide thus, If any man 
that is called a brother, be a forni- 
correct ; but 
ld not have been edrtedt 
had it read thus, If any man, that 
has been called a brother, be &c. 
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cator &c. 1s strictly 
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of particular attention, as it fixes 
the situation, in which the offend- 
er must be, to bea subject of this 
rule, with an admirable degree of 
precision. He must be called 2 
brother at the present time, and 
of course, it has no reference to 
one, who hasbeen called a broth- 
rat some anterior period. He 
must also be a fornicator or some 
other offender : 1. e. it must have 
been proved to the church, that 
he hascommitted such an offence ; 
a process to establish this must 
have been instituted, and the 
charge supported ; for the ex- 
ression made use of iS too strong, 
to be applicable to a charge, that 
i3as yet unsupported by its prop- 
erevidence. ‘This then being the 
situation, in which the offender 
must be placed, to bea subject 
of this direction; nothing, [ think, 
canbe plainer, than that the pro- 
hibition not to eat with him, in- 
tends, that eating, which is pe- 
culiar to the brethren, and has no 
— ce to intercourse subse- 
quent t to his being cast out. 

3, The sentiment, which im- 
med nately succeeds this direction, 
ye which is expressed in this 

uotation: * What have I to do 
to jade those that are = ? 
Do not ye judge those, that are 
within 2? supposes, that 
the apostle had no intention, of 


extending his derection in this 
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case, any further than to the ex- 
communication of the corrupt 
member. In asking, “ what 
have I to do to judge them that 
are without,” he undoubtedly re- 
fers to his direction, contained, as 
he observes, in a former epistle, 
not to keep company with forni- 
cators—as though he had said, 
when I wrote to you, not to kcep 
company with fornicators, I did 
C 
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not mean fornicators of the world, 
and that you should judge them, 
by with- drawing from all social 
intercourse with them; but I 
meant that you should so judge 
those, that are within, that belong 
to your body, as to have no chris- 
tian intercourse with such as are 
undeniably of scandalous char- 
acter. ‘L'his is a case, that comes 
properly within your jurisdiction, 
therefore “put away from a- 
mong you that wicked person.” 
Yo the foregoing I wiil aaa 
but one consideration more, and 
that is, that in this chapter the 
apostle has unquestionably made 
use of various expressions all 
pointing to the same thing, 1 e. 
the excommunication of the cor- 
rupt member. He first directs 
the Corinthian church to deliver 
the offender to Satan ; then, to 
purge out the old leaven ; then, 
not to keep company with a 
brother that is called a fornica- 
tor ; and lastly, to put away from 
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among themselves that widked 
person. In all these directions 
he unquestionably points to the 
excommunication of the corrupt 
member, as the great duty, which 
he was urging. Among these 
directions is found this also, 
‘with such an one no not to eat.” 
And what reason can be assign- 
ed, why this should not be con- 
sidered as keeping the same ob- 


ject in view? Especially as this 


object is urged both before and 
after ? 

In view of these reasons, I must 
irankly own, I am fully convin- 
ced, thatin this direction 1 © with 

such an one no not to eas,’’ the 
apostle intended nothing more 
than to prohibit that christian in- 
tercourse, which subsists among 
the brethren as such : Teaching 
us, that in cases of irreclaimable 
offence, this intercourse is to be 
immediately withdrawn. 

HEMAN, 


(To be continued. ) 
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TO CARELESS CHRIS$= 
TIANS. 

AMONG ll the inconsis- 
tencies in the conduct of mankind, 
we observe none greater, than the 
carcless Christian discovers. He 
is inconsistent with his Christian 
profession, and inconsistent with 
his pastexperience. He has tak- 
en the Lord Jehovah to be his 
covenant God, and Jesus Christ 
to be his Savior. He has sworn 
allegiance to the King of heaven, 
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and promised to obey all his 
mandments. He has professed 
to be a disciple of Christ, and de- 
clared fidelity and zeal in his 
cause. After all these solemn 
professions of loyalty and friend- 
ship, how glaringiy inconsistent 
does the careless, stupid Chris- 
tian appear; immersed in the 
cares of the world, or lulled a- 
sleep in the lap of pleasure and 
indolence ! ‘* Come ye out from 
among the world, and be ye sep- 
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arate,”’ is the command of Christ 
to his followers ; but this divine 
mandate’is disregarded by luke- 
warm Christians, who are fallen 
asleep among dead sinners, and 
are dreaming of earthly pleas- 
ures. 

How unreasonable and ungrate- 
ful are careless, formal Chris- 
tians! Experience has taucht 
them that there is real happiness 
in religion, and that they cannot 
enjoy real satisfaction unless they 
are engaged in it. They have 
seen the vanity of the world ; but 
still will neglect those things, 
which afford them solid joy, and 
indulge themselves in sloth, or 
pursue the course, which they 
have every reason to believe will 
Jead to sorrow and remorse. Je- 
sus has assured them, that while 


they continue in him they shall 


have peace, but that in the world 
they shall have tribulation. Yet 
they leave the service of their di- 
vine Master,. ** whose yoke is 
easy and his burden light,” and 
wander in the way of transgress- 
ors, which is hard. Sleeping 
Christians, ‘have you not seen 
that God is gracious?” Have 
you not found prayer & medita- 
tion to be delightful employ- 
ments ? While you kept your- 
selves inthe love of God, and 
_ . your minds impressed with 

ense of spiritual things, did 
you not enjoy pleasure far supe- 
rior to that, which riches, honc ir; 
or worldly amusements can af- 
ford ? Where now is the blessed 
ness of which you once sauke 
There was a time, when you 
could say to Christ, “ Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I 
desire besides thee ?”? But where 


are all your joys fled 2? Why is it 












































An Address to careless Christiané. 1S 


not with you now as in months 
past? Why did you not continue 
“rejoicing in hope of the glory 
of God?” Christ is the same glo- 
rious Being, his religion is the 
same; you enjoy the same calis 
and offers, and the same blessings 
are tendgied you, if you will ac- 
cept them. _ What has Christ 
done, which is the cause of your 
leaving him? Let conscience 
speak: Have ie not lost sight 
ofhim a among the cares and van~ 
ities of the world? Have you not 
been inquiring among the men 
of this world, “ Who will shew 
us any good :”” Arise, then, shake 
off your sloth, leave the dark 
haunts of sinners and be sepa- 
rate 5 
thing.”” Remember that you are 
chosen to be soldiers in a spiritu- 
al warfare, and that you have ev- 
ery thing to hope, if you return to 
your duty, andevery thing to 
fear, while you are inactive.— 
Consider him, who hath chozen 
you to be a soldier. While you 
were his enemies, exposed to ev- 
erlasting destruction, and deserv- 
ing the vengeance of Heave 
Jesus condescended to die for you. 
While you were despising the 
oe of his goodness, and op ppo- 
sing his Tigh teous administration, 
he plucked you as a brand from 
the burning, ‘and made you mon- 
uments of his mercy, and heirs of 
a heavenly inheritance. Thou. 
sands of rca bear no propor. 
tion tothis unspeikable gift. Is 
this the best return you can make 
to treat his blessings with indif- 
ference, and steep, when he has 
piaced you on guard for so short 
atime? Can you not watch with 
him one hour, who suffered, bled, 
and died to redeem ‘your souls 
from death? The hour of life 


“ touch not the unclean * 
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will soon be past and what you 
do in his service, you must do 
quickly. 

Let the astonishing love of Christ 
constrain you to become active 
in his cause. Hearhiscall. He 
does not leave you to perish in 
your own chosen way ; but con- 
descends to offer you life and 
lightagain. Hecalls witha gen- 
tle, yet reproving voice, awake, 
thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and I will give you 
light ;”’ you shall enjoy a differ- 
ent rest from what you now in- 
dulge ; you shall find rest to 
your souls ; *¢ In me ye shail have 
peace, counse . is Mine and sound 
wisdom, I am understanding ;” 
I have sent ; with these I 
will adorn you, if you will awake. 
Such is the call of Christ to care- 
£86, 8 eeping Christians, and such 
the sone to those who will.a- 
wake. ‘ What meanest thou, 
then, O sleeper,” to disregard 
such glorious offers, and despise. 
the calls of the King of glory ! 

O careless Christians ! consid- 
er how much you injure the cause 
of Christ, and the holy religion, 
which you profess. You are 

trengthening -~ hands of its en- 

Your divine Master com- 

you to “Jet your light 
chine before men, that they may 
see your sood works, and glorify 
‘eau Father w 
t your encagedness 1 

ke be a mean of : 
glory of God, and advancing the 
happiness of men. But this 
cannot do unless you 
Attend to the solemn warning of 
him,-who will be your 
Judge. . know thy wor! ks, 
saith he to the church of Sardis, 
a name, that thou 
t, and art dead. Be watch- 


WHO I! 


you 
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awake. 
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Address to careless Christians. 
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ful, and strengthen the things 
that remain, which are ready to 
die. For I have not found thy 
works perfect before God. Re- 
member, therefore, how thou hast 
received and heard, and hold fast 
and repent. If thou wilt not 
watch, I will come upon thee as a 
thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will upon 
thee.”’ 
Consider 
Christians, t) 


come 
again, O sleeping» 

vat God usually 
pours out his Spirit in answer to 
prayer. By the prophet Isaiah 
he saith, “ Ask me of things to 
comeconcerning my sons, and cons 
cerning the work of my hands com- 
mand yeme.”? In the prophecy 
of Ez ekiel it is written, ** Thus 
saith the Lord God, 1 will yet for 
this be enquired of by the house 
cf Israel to do it for them.’”’— 
But while you thus seep, you 
not supplicate the throne 
grace with earnestness and im- 
portunity for the conversion of 
sinners. You have but little anx- 
iety about the salvation of their 
souls. You see the sword of di- 
vine vengeance suspended over 
their heads, without praying that 
they may be rescued and saved, 
You see them progressing rapid- 
ly in the broad road to dcestruc- 
tion, and even reach the verge of 
the awful precipice, ready to 
plunge into the gulph cf eternal 
torments, without faithfully warn- 
ing th em of their danger, or im- 

divine merc y 


6 


iO arre st 


O how can you answer to yout 
divine Master fies unfaith- 
fulness and criminal stupidity ! 
Arise then frem your bed of 
sloth, call upon your God. As 
you have made ‘mention ef 
name of the Lord, pray ior 
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prosperity of his church. ‘ For 
Zion’s sake do not hold your 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s ‘sake 


do not keep silence; until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightne ess, and. the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 


Miss. ifag. 


~~ 


Camparison between Atheism and U- 
pea “Si lis My avith regard io their 
Moral tendency. 


ATHEISM promises its vo- 
taries an exemption from all evils 
after Geath ; and that all, of what- 
ever character, — equaliy sink 
into an eternal sleep. bi doc- 
trine of universal salvation promis- 
es to all, otf whatever san 
in this life, endless felicity—an 
eternal weight of glory. 

"Phat Ath ism tends to give the 
reins to the lusts of men, and to 
dissolve ail mortal ties Ss, cannot be 
denied. When all sense of ac- 

-ountableness to an infinitely just 
Bein: a from whom nothing cat 
possibly be concealed, and out of 
whose ie . no one can escape, 
is tal way, it is evident, that 
restraints, andes 


' 
’ 
~ 


4 
which mankind in general are 
7 7 . -o 
holden in this life, are removed. 


Ihe doctrine of universal sal- 

vation equally frees men from 
fears of future evil; at least any, 
which shall not be accompanied 
Or followed with an infinitely o- 
verbalancing good. Some of the 
advocates for this doctrine deny, 
that there will be any future pun- 
ishment whatever; and all of 
them, that there will be any more 
than a temporary one; and this 
to be followed | by a state of end- 

less felicity ; for the hte and 
moze sensible enjoyment of which, 
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men will be fitted by the tempor 
rary pains which, it is admitted, 
some may be made to suffer af- 
ter death. 

Atheism and Universalism a- 
gree in this, that no evil, on the 
cubole, is to be feared by any, af- 
ter death; for those temporary 
pains, which are necessary to pre- 
pare the subject for higher ens 
joyment, and which are to be 
followed with an eternal weight of 
glory, are not to be considered, on 
the an hole, asevils. ‘The latttr sen- 
timent, then, promises an endless, 
everlasting good to men of every 


description and character; while | 


the former encourages no better 
hope, than that of an eternal 
sleep, an exemption from all fu- 
ture pain. 

Which of these sentiments bids 
fairest to engage the affections of 
the carnal heart, can admit of 
no dispute. Tor it is easy to see, 
that a state of endless felicity, and 
that, with allthe pains which may 
ever be expected froma Being, 
whose single and highest object is 
t! = lete andendles shappiness 
of every individual of his creas 
tures, is greatly preferable, yea, 
infinitely so, to a total cessation 
of existence. 

The doctrine of Universalism, 
especially as denying eny future 
punishment whatever, must gain 
wun untpeakeable preference, in 
the carnal mind, to the gloomy 
doctrine of annihilation. ‘The 
Universalist has ever y advantage 
which the Atheist can boast, with 
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cessarily attendant on the princi- 
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pies of the wre . pue atheistica 
4 ~ +3 ha vr 
doctrine promises nothing more 


than a mere exemption fom pain, 
after a life of pleasure an d the 


induigence ofe avery lust ; whi'e 
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that of the advocates for universal 
salvation, in addition to deliver- 
ance from every lash of punitive 
justice, begets the hope of future 
glorious rewards, and unceasin 
felicity. Which of these doc- 
trines, then, givesthe reins most 
entirely to the lusts of men, at 
the same time most effectually re- 
moving all those restraints of fear, 
which are of such vast importance 
in preserving the peace and or- 
der of society, no man in his sen- 
ses can be ata loss. 

Whoever would most effectu- 

Ny remove all the barriers of 
civil society, and open every 
flood gate of iniquity, let him 
preach up the certainty of the fi- 
nal salvation of all men, whatev- 
er may be their moral character 
and conduct in this world. And, 
as far as this doctrine shall be be. 
lieved, the greatest restraints un- 
der w hich wicked men were ever 
laid, will be quite removed and 
taken away. 

On the other hand, let all those 
who are friends, not only to the 
souls of men, but to the peace 
and welfare of civil society, cul- 
tivate the elief, and continu rally 
act under the influence of that 
solemn and interesting truth, of- 
ten taught by the great Savior 
of men, that, except we repent, 
we shall all perish. ib. 


a ee 


THE PIOUS LABORER. 


A CEN JTLEMAN of very 
considerable fortune, but a stran- 
eer to either personal er family 
relicion, one evening took a soli- 
tary walk through part of his 
grounds. He happened to come 

near to a mean Imut, where a poor 
men lived with a numerous fam- 


The Pious Laborer. 


Ridicule. [J aw. 
ily, who earned their bread by 
daily labor. He heard a voice 
pretty loud, and continued. Not 
knowing what it was, curiosity 
prompted him to listen. The 
man who was piously disposed, 
happened to be at prayer with his 
family. So soon as he could dis- 
tinguish the words, he heard him 
giving thanks with great affection 
to God for the goodness of his 
providence, in giving them food 
to eat, and raiment to. put on, 
and in supplying them with what 
was necessary and comfortable 
im the present life. He was 
mediately struck with astonishe 
ment and confusion, and said to 
himself, * Does this poor man, 
who has nothing but the meanest 
fare, and that purchased by se- 
vere labor, give thanks to God 
for his goodness to himself and 
family ; and I, who enjoy ease 
and honor, and every thing that 
is pleasant and desirable, have 
hardly ever bent my knee of 
made any acknowle: dgement to 
my Maker and Preserver !” 

If pleased God, that this prov- 
idential occurrence proved the 
means of bringing him to a real 
and lasting sense of religion 
Buck. 


ime 


RIDICULE. 


“IF the talent of ridicule, 
were employed to laugh men out 
of vice and folly, it might be of 
some use in the world ; but, instead 
if this, we find it is generally made 
use of to laugh men out of virtue 
and good sense, by attackingevery 
thing that is serious and solemn, 
decent and praise-worthy, in hu- 
man life.” Addison. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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Address of the Trustees of the Ver- 
niont DMtsstonary Sooleny: 

AT the return of the usual 
season for receiving contributions 
to the Missionary Society, the 
Trustees beg leave to call the at- 
tention of the churches of Ver- 
mont and parts adjacent to that 
important subject. ‘The subjoin- 
ed report of the Treasurer comes 
down to. Sept. 4, 1809. As it 
will be the di ity © f the Trustees, 
at the annual meeting of the. Se. 
ciety next September, to makea 
report respecting missionary la- 
bors for the year then closing, 
they will not bring down their 
present statement to a later date 
than the report of the Treasurer. 

The following persons have 
been appointed Missionaries for 
the number of weeks and with the 
designation, which appear a- 
gainst their names. 

Parts of 

the State 
‘$. visited, 
Rev. §. L. 7 ngoam,* 16 oN. WW. 
Rev. J. Ho }2 
Rev. Lucrease oy ee 8 
8 
Rev. Silas Parsons,* 8 S 
Rev. Asa ‘Carp ater. * 8 wn. E. 
J 
8 


AM Pe Philip Spalding, 1! 


Mr. Chauncey Cook,* N. We 
&N. Ye 
v. James Parker,* 12 N. 


as 2 
a Simeon Parmele, 8 N.w. 
8 


Mr, Chauncey Cock, 8 N.wW. 
Rev. James. Parker, 12 N- 
Mr. Ralph Robinson, 12 Ss 
Rev. P. Vv. Booge, 12 Ne 
Rev. Ben, . Woot ery 19 N. 


—_———_ x Tee > 


Sppointed before the publication 
ms she last address, but had, at that 
tune, made no returns 





The ten former appointments 
were fulfilled with indisputed fi- 
delity. Mr. Parker’s circum- 
stances, however, did not permit 
him to labor but eight weeks. 

The four latter had not been ac- 
complished till since the com. 
mencement of the period which 
will be included in the next ane 
nual report. 


We contemplate with satisfac- 
tion the disposition, which many 
have manifested to promote the 
object of the Missionary Society. 

Already have we witnessed the 
happy fruits of this benevolent in- 
stitution. ‘There is reason to be- 
lieve that through the zealous ef. 
forts of our Missionaries, some 
souls have been Mee from 
approaching ruin. e have no 
apprehension of exag gerating the 
importance of this nats ject. Tt j i3 
** by the foolishness of preach; ing”? 
that God is pleased * to save them 
that believe.”? Shall our ardor 
then in this cause abate while we 
may hope to be the humble in- 
struments of rescuing some souls 
from the thraldom of sin, and 
preparing them for divine joy 
here, and everlasting glory in the 
world to come? Shatl we not 


plead not only in behalf of those 


- 


who will apprize your liberality, 
but of those likewise who count it 
a privilege to be relieved from 
the restraints of the gospel? He 
who sendeth rain on the just and 
the unjust has taught us to ex- 
tend our compassionate regards to 
the ei and unthankful. “Do ae 
ny urge the embarrassment of the 
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restrict your liberality and limit 
the expressions of your benevo- 
lence, it cannot excuse you from 
casting into the treasury ‘two 
mites.’’ 

Christians, we call on you to 
contribute for the promotion of 
the best of ;causess ‘* Act in 
view of the judgment—in view of 
eternal j joys, md eternal sorrows 
-——in view of the omniscient God, 
and as in the presence of a dying 
Saviour. And let your contri- 
butions be as abundant, as if, at 
themoment of extending the hand, 
you were addressed from heaven, 
by the voice of the Lord, requir- 
ing a part of the property, with 
wh ich you were entrusted, and 
saying, “‘TREELY YE HAVE R&- 
CEIVED, FREELY GIVE.” 


eae 
Voted, that the churches and con- 

5 hae | 
gregations of Vermont, and paris aid- 


yacent, be requested to contr ‘bute for 


the benefit of the Vermont Mi 
ry Society, on the last § 
February next. 

Voted, that the Secretary procure 
the pruting of the preceding address 
and the last report of the Treasurer. 

Jan. 1810. 
THO: A. MERRILL Sec’) 


monies coliected 
may be paid to Col. Sern Stores 
of Middlebur y, the Treasurer of 
the Society ; or where that is in- 
convenient, to either of the Tru:;- 
tees or to either of the Receivers. 
For names of Trustees and Re- 
ceivers see Adviser page 262. 
Trustees and Roshan are re- 
quested to pay over all monies 
transmitted to. them, as soon as 
convenient, to the Treasurer. 


Vermont Missionary Society in ace | 


count with Seth Storrs, Treasurer. 


By balance in the 
Treasury, aS per state- 
ment made September, 
3, 1808. 

By contributions, 
received from ors Sev. 
eral towns, sociéties and 
individuals, since the 
last statement, viz. 
West Fairlee, 
Westminster, W. P. 
Wardsboro’, N. D. 
Halifax, 

New- pit ‘eee 


contributed to Se on 
his mission, 

Rev. Asa Carpenter, by 
Mr. Dewey at Water- 
ford, 

Rev. Incréase Graves, 
received on his -mis- 
sion, 

Bridport, 

Mr, Chauncey Cook, re- 
ceived on his mission, 

Hinesburgh, 

Underhill, 

Bristol, 

Rev. James Parker, on 
his mission, 

Shoreham, 

Rochester, 

Roy alton, 

Brookfield, 

Barna rd, 

r awle i, 

Wir dsor, 

Brownington, 

Montp pelier, 

Yoriinc, 

Peacham, 

Several females in Peach- 
am, 

Daniel, French, Hard- 
wick, 

Danville, 
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Mr. Philip Spalding, re- 
ceived on his mission, 
East-Rutland, 
Berkshire, — 
Pittsford, 
Manchester, 
Grafton, 
Orwell, 
Fairfield, 
Cambridge, 
Bradford, 
Vershire, 
Thetford, 
Norwich, 
Vergennes, 
New-Haven, 
Weathersfield; 
Marshfield 
Bridport, 
Brandon, 
Waterbury, 


Mr. Hovey, on his mission, 


Georgia, 


Berlin, 


Barre, (six'dollars of this 


in F'armer’s Exchange 
Bank Bills, ) 

Donation, by John Dana, 
Esq. of Pomfret, 


3 77 
15 93 
37 


25 


52 
83 
6 Ol 
4 08 
52 
19 6% 
16 O9 


10 25 
6 50 
11 
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3 

8 | 
15 19 
10 

8 
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Female Association in 





Danville, 
Danville, - 2. 
Charlotte, 17 59 
Waterford, 1 
Hardwick, te. 
Addition from Peacham, 35 
Middlebury, 50 
Sudbury, 13 10 
Springfield, 5 50 
Guildhall, 10 
A friend of missions in 

Chittenden County, 2 50 
A friend of missions in 

Caledonia County, 2 50 
Ladies in Shelburn, 7 
Westford, 9 25 
Rev. Simeon Parmele re- 

ceived on his mission, 11 63 
Female Society, Jericho, 3 50 
Wardsboro’. N. D: 12 31 
Townsend, 3 52 
Mr. Chauncey Cook re- 

ceived on his mission, 2 40 
Sharon, 14 
Hartford old Society, 12 41 
Woodstock N. Parish, 13 05 

1,352 11 


The Vermont Missionary Society in account with Seth Storrs, Treasurer Dre 
fer monies paid as follows :— 


Mr. Chauncey Cook for 12 weeks missionary labors, 
Rev. Silas L. Bingham for 16 weeks missionary labors, 
For blank Books for the Treasurer and Secretary, 

For printing address and statement of missions, 

Rev. Asa Carpenter for 8 weeks missionary labors, 
Rev. Increase Graves for 8 weeks misssionary labors 
Mr. Chauncey Cook for 8 weeks missionary ‘labore, 
Rev. James Parker for 8 weeks missionary labors, 

Mr. Philip Spaulding for 10 weeks missionary labors, 
Rev, Jonathan Hovey for 12 weeks missionary labors, 
Rev. Silas Parsons for 8:weeks missionary labors, ° __ 
Rev. Simeon Parmele for 8 weeks missionary labors, 
Rev. Evans Beardsley, in part: for missionary labors, 
Mr. Chauncey Cook for 8 weeks missionary labors, 
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Extract of a Circular, &c. 


[Jax 


A counterfeit bill among the money received from Brook- 


field and returned, 


Balance in the Treasury, 


44 more particular list of the contribn- 
tions received in the new setile- 
ments. 


To Rev. Silas L. Bingham. 
Swanton, G1 45 
Highgate, 2 55 
Sheldon ) 5 90 
Cambridge, 25 
hehe 50 


As per statement, 10 65 


, To Rev. Increase Graves. 
Chataguay, | 2 81 
Stockholm, 225 
Madrid, 5 
Hamilton, Mr. Clark, 1 10 
Enosburgh; 1 70 


As per statement, 12 86 
To Mr. Chauncey Cook. 


Fairfax, 
Sheldon, 
Bakersfield, 


As per ‘statement, 


To Rev. James Parker. 
Werkshitie, Mr. Badcock, 
Swanton, 

Enosburgh, 
Bakersfield, Mr. Cofran, 


20 
2 79 
2 92 
50 
As per statement, 6 4] 
_ Vo Mr. Philip Spaulding. 
Stratton, 
Londonderry, 


As per statement, 


1 


(pm ee ne 


628 62 
723 49 





$1352 11 


To Rev. Jonathan Hovey. 
Elmore, 
Hardwick, 
Greensboro’, 
Craftsboro’, 
Cabot, 


15 91 


Zo Rev. Simeon Parmerlee. 
Fairfax, 2 50 
Berkshire, 4 25 
Sheldon 4 38 
Colchester, 50 


As per statement, 


As per statement, 11 63 


To Mr. Chauncey Cook, 2d missions 
Oswegatchie, t SO 
Louisville, 115 


As ‘per statement, 2 95 


SETH STORRS, Treasurer. 


Having examined the accounts of 
Seth Storrs, Esq. Treasrer of the 
Vermont Missionary Society, 1 find 
the same correctly stated, ‘ind a bal. 
ance in the Treasury of seven hundred 
twenty-three dollars and forty-nine 
cents. 


SAM’L MATTOCKS, Auditor. 
Middlebury, Sept 4, } 809. 


——= 


Extract from a Circular of the So- 
ciety for Missions to Africa and 
the East.— JLnstituted, in England, 
by Member's, of the Established 


Church, 
THE Committee of the So- 
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ciety, wishing to interest the Mem- 
bers at large of their own Com- 
munion in the prosecution and ex- 
tension of the great objects which 
they have in view, beg your at- 
tention to this Annual Circular 
Letter, which details the princi- 
pal circumstances respecting the 
formation, the present state, and 
the opening prospects of the In- 
stitution. 

Of all the blessings which God 
has bestowed upon mankind, the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ is the greatest. It is 
the sovereign remedy for all the 
evils of life, and the source of the 
most substantial and durable ben- 
efits. | 

Under its benign influence, the 
understanding is illuminated by 
the light of truth ; pure and holy 
principles are implanted in the 
heart; the passions, those fruit- 
ful causes of vice and misery, are 
regulated ; the whole conduct is 
reformed; peace reigns in the 
breast; anda well-founded hope 
beyond the grave sooths the sor- 
rows of life; fallen man becomes 
a new creature, happy in himself, 
fulfilling the will of his Maker, 
and living to his glory. ; 

In sociax and in civit life al- 
so, wherever the Gospel is cordi- 
ally received, its benefits are e- 
qually experienced. The husband 
and wife, the father and son, the 
master and servant, at once learn 
from it their respective duties, 
and are disposed and enabled to 
fulfil them. Human intercourse 
is sweetened by the charity which 
it inculcates. A mild and equita- 
ble spirit is infused by it into le- 
gislation and civil government. 
Rulers become the fathers of their 
people, and subjects cheerfully 
yield obedience. Civilization is 
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» 
promoted upon syureand perma 
nent principles, and nations are 
taught by it to dwell in friend. 
ship with each other. 

Such are the beaefits which 
Christianity is calculated to difs 
fuse in the world. But these are 
its least blessings. It not only 
meliorates the state of man in so- 
ciety, but it saves his sonl. It 
cancels his guilt—reconciles him 
to God—raises him from death 
to life—makes him an heir of the 
kingdom of heaven, and crowns 
him with glory and immortality, 

in the Church of England, two 
venerable Societies have long been 
engaged in propagating Chris, 
tianity abroad ;—the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, and 
the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts. The 
Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge confines, however, its 
attention to the East Indies; 
where it now employs several exs 
cellent Lutheran Ministers, a- 
mongst whom the Apostoli¢ 
Swartz labored painfully and suc. 
cessfully for many years. The 
Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts has 
principally extended its benevo- 
lent exertions to the British Plan- 
tations in North America. 

Societies for the same purpose 
have also been formed amon 
other denominations of Christians, 


The Church of the Unitrep. 


Breruren, since the year 1732, 
has engaged with unexampledand 
unabating zeal, and with great 
success, in the grand object of e- 
vangelizing the heathen world. 
From a very small beginning, 
the Missions of the Brethren have 
increased to 29 Settlements, in 
which 150 Missionaries are em- 


ployed, and 24,000 Converts have 
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professed faith in Christ. The 
Baptist Dissenters have, since 
the year 1790, supported a Mis- 
sion in the Province of Bengal. 
The Westervan Meruopists 
have labored, for years past, wit! 

indefatigable exertion, in the W est 
India islands. Within the last 
ten years, another Society has 
been formed, includmg various 
Aenomiistions, under the name 
of Tue Lonpon Missronary So- 
c1reTy, which has sent Missiona- 
ries to the Islands of the Great 
South Sea, to the Hottentots at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and to 


“ther parts of the world. Sacie- 


ties likewise in ScorTrLanp, and 
in'vapious parts of America, and 
em places, are all pursuing 
the same grahd* design of advan- 
cing the” kingdom of Christ a- 
mong the heathen. 

*~ Almost the whole of the vast 
Continents of Africa and Asia 
are, however, still open to Mis- 
sionary Jabors. To these quar- 
ters of the globe, therefore, the 
promoters of the present design 
turn their chicf attention; and 
from this extensive field they as- 
sume their denomination of THE 


‘Society ror Missroxns to Ar- 


RICA AND THE East; not how- 
ever considering. their name 4s 
binding them to exclude from 
their attempts any other unoc- 
cupied place, which my present 
a prospect of success to their la- 
bors. id 

This Society was instituted, in 


the year 1800, by members cf 


the Established Church, and is 
conducted in strict conformity to 
her Doctrines and Discipline. 

It was not instituted with the 
design of int nevteting, in the small- 
est degree, with any other Socie- 
ty whatever embarked in the same 
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cause; but under the conviction, 
that, till a cordial co-operation, 
in pursuing the conversion of the 
Heathen, could be effected a- 
mong all Christians, (which is 
more to be desired than expect- 
ed,) it was the duty of such per- 
sons aS were, by their views of 
the Doctrines and Discipline of 
the Christian Church, enabled to 
act together, to associate for this 
purpose ; maintaining and culti- 
vating however, a friendly spirit 
towards other Societies of a simi- 
lar nature. 

‘The Continent of Africa is said 
to contain 30 millions of inhabi- 
tants; Asia is computed at 500 
millions. All these, with a few 
exceptions, are either heathens 
who know not God ; or blind fol- 
lowers of the false prophet Ma- 
homet. It is also matter of ex- 
treme regret, that the intercourse 
between them and nations called 
Christian, hastended to confirm 
their prejudices against Christian- 
ity ; the professors of which they 
have so often found to be distin- 
guished by their rapacity, vio- 
lence, and cruelty. 

it was the original purpose of 
the society,-in case Clergymen e- 
piscopally ordained did not offer 
themselves as Missionaries, to 
send out Laymen in the charac- 
ter of Catechists.. This, however, 
was a measure to which ‘the | Socie- 
ty did not propose to resort, if it 
could be avoided ; and the cam- 


‘mittee are happy to state, that 


there is net likely’to be any ne- 
cessity of adopting it. No Eng- 
lish C] Jergymen have, indeed, as 
yet engazed themselves to the 
Society” as Missionaries, but the 
committee have been enabled to 
cpen a communication with the 
Continent, which, they trust, will 
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furnish many suitable Missiona- 
ries fromthe Lutheran Church; to 
be employed, as Ministers of a Sis- 
ter Communion to the Church of 
England, after the example of the 
venerable Society, before men- 
tioned, for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 

The Committee having heard 
of a Seminary instituted at Berlin 
for the instruction of young men, 
preparatory to their engaging in 
Missions, entered upon a corres- 
pondence with its conductors. 
‘They were deeply impressed by 
the Christian simplicity and mag- 
nanimity, which appeared in the 
formation and objects of this 
Seminary. Young men cordially 
devoted to the cause of Christ a- 
mong the Heathen were brought 
together, and supported and ed- 
ucated in a manner suitable to 
their distinction, without any 
funds that could afford them the 
prospect of entering on their la. 
bors, but trusting to Divine Prov- 
idence to open them a door in due 
season. By the liberality of Brit- 
ish Christians this door has been 
opened, ‘The Seminary has al- 
ready furnished nearly twenty 
Missionaries to different Socié 
ties, and has again replenishe 
its numbers. 

By the exertions of the, Rev. 
H. Brunton, who resided. some 
time in Africa, the Society had 
been enabled to print various 
tracts in the Susoo language— 
the language of a numerons peo- 
ple in.the vicinity of Sierra Le- 
one, by him first reduced to wri- 
ting. This cireumstance, togeth- 
er with the facility which the 
Colony of Sierra Leone and its 
friendliness: to the designs of the 
Society offered to attempts m 
that quarter, determined the 
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Committee to appoint the first 
station of their Missionaries a- 
mong the Susoo people. 

In the beginning of March, 
1804, this Society sent out two 
Missionaries, who, after having 
been educated in the Berlin Se- 
minary, had received ordination 
in the Lutheran: Church; viz. 
the Rev. Melchior Renner, a 
German, and the Rev. Peter 
Hartwig, a. Prussian, with «hts 
wife, to the coast of Africa. 
They arrived at Sierra Leone 
in April; and as that Colony 
had been long destitute of a reg- 
ular ‘ Chaplain, the Missiona- 


ries undertook the charge of ifs” 


spiritual concerns, during their 
continuance there, for the sgiet- 
pose of becoming inyre@MfO the 
climate, and of “acquiring a 
knowledge of the native language 
and manners. Mr. H. having 


severely felt the effects of a trop-. 


ical climate till about the begin- 
ning of the present year, the care 
of the Colony had devolved chiefs 
ly.on Mr. R.. Mr. H. on his ree 
covery undertook a journey into 
the Susoo country, of the result of 
which the Committee has not yet 
received information. 

Four other Missionaries arrived 
from Berlin, a few months since, 
inthis country, who are Ministers 
of the Lutheran Church; viz. 
the Rev, J. G. F. Schulze, a na- 
tive of Magdeburg: the Rev. G. 
R, Nylatider, a Livonian; the 
Rev. Leopold Butscher, a native 
of Wirtembere; and the Rev. 
J. G. Prasse, a Lusatian. Du- 
ving their residence in this coun 
try, they have been diligently im- 
proving themselves in the Ene. 
lish language; afd their spirit 
and conduct have been such, as 
to encourage a warm expectation 
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in the Committee, that they will 
be rendered honoured instruments 
of spiritual good to the Susoo na- 
tions A passage has been en- 
gaged for them in a vessel bound 
to Sierra Leone, and they are ex- 
pected to sail in the month of 
January. 


Revival of Religion in Guildhall. 


Extract af aletter from Rev. Caleb 
Burge, Guildhall, Vt. to a friend in 
Middlebury. : 

Guildhall, Jan. 4, 1810. 

DEAR SIR, 

I would inform you that the 
Lord is working wonders in the 
midst of us. There has been in 
this place for several weeks past 
the most general and deep atten- 
tion to religion which I ever wit- 
nessed. Twelve persons have 


joined our communion. We ex- 


pect that about forty persons will 
be admitted next Sabbath. I 
think there are a goodly number 
of others who entertain hopes. 
The work is at the height, if in- 
deed it has arrived at that point. 
We have uniformly at our even- 
ing conferences, be the weather 
what it may, as many as can be 
accommo tiated in the Court- 
House. The converts appear to 
possess very deep views of their 
depravity, and very clear views 
of the gospel plan of pardon. The 
relations which have been given, 
have generally been striking. 
We have witnessed nothmg which 
has had the appearance of enthu- 
siasm or outcry—We believe it 
the work of the Lord. It 1s won- 
derful in our eyes. 
Cates Burce. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Seth 
Williston, to the Secretary ef the 


Trustees of the Missionary Society 
of Connecticut, dated Lisle, Aug, 25, 
1809, 


REV. SIR, 

PREVIOUS to the receipt of 
your letter of last March, I believe, I 
had given you an account of my en- 
gagement tocomplete a year's service 
with this people before I rode any 
more. I should not have broken in up- 
on this engagement had I not received 
an urgent call from the Church at|Nine 
Partners, Luzerne County, Penn. 
svlvania, to come and spend a little 
time, with them as it was a time of 
special revival there. I went and 
spent two weeks, which I told them I 
should consider as missionary service. 

If the Editor of the Connecticut 
Magazine has not been farnished with 
any account of this awakening, it will 
perhaps oblige him and the readers of 
his magazine to have a short statement 
through this medium. A narrative of 
my own labors would not give a com- 
plete view of the awakening, as I did 
not go there until the special attention | 
was abating ; I shall therefore give a 


sketch of what took place before | 


went there. Messrs. Joel T. Benedict 
and Whiting Griswold, ministers in 
Franklin and Hartwick, went to Nine 
Partners (now called Harford) the 
last week in February, with a view to 
spend the sabbath and several! other 
daysin preaching, and other exerci- 
ses for the spiritual welfare of that 
Church and people. The week be- 
fore they came, as the’r visit was an 
expected one, the brethren met to 
pray for 2 blessing on their expected 
labors among them.—One of the 
brethrentold me that in this prayer 
meeting, there seemed to be an .un- 
common fervency. Upon the evening 
of their arrival, Mr. Benedict preach- 
ed a sermon from Matt. xx. 6. Way 
stand ye bere all the day idle? This 
sermon, or the text, produced a very 
great effect, especially upon the minds 
of youth and children, though it was 
not known tillafierwards. I believe 
the awakened attention of the youth 
did not become visible tll the third 
day afier they commenced their la- 
bors among them. The attention 
became very visible at a prayer meet- 
ing. It burst out like a fire which 
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had been pent up, and within a few 
days it appeared very great among the 
young. The ministers, who had made 
no calculation to stay more than a 
week, did not know how to go away 
and leave so promising aharvest. It 
was agreed upon between them, that 
Mr. Benedict should stayseveralweeks, 
while Mr, Griswold should on his re- 
turn inform his family and flock of 
the agreeable cause of his stay, and 
after a few weeks return himself and 
spend two or three weeks in helping 
forward the work of the Lord, This 
plan was pursued, and these two min- 
isters spent six or seven weeks among 
that people in winning souls to Christ. 
After they were gone, the people sent 
for me tocome to the help of the Lord. 
E did not go until the second week in 
May. I was gone from home only 
two weeks. The most of my time I 
spent with them. New instances of 
awakening had seemed to cease before 
I got there, The most important la- 
bor which feil to my lot was to assist 
the church in examining those pro- 
fessed converts, who expressed a de- 
sire to confess Christbeforemen. We 
spent much time in this work, which 
is so arduous and so interesting to the 
cause, that it led me often to repeat 
the apostie’s exclamation, ‘*‘ Who 1s 
sufficient for these things ?’? We ex- 
amined forty-four persons who offer- 
ed themselves to the church. —Of this 
number forty-three were approved and 
propounded, but notadmitted till since 
I ieft them. Of these forty-three, 
thirty-seven were young unmarried 
people—thirty were twenty years old 
and under. From the age of twenty- 
six to ten there was nochasm. Thir- 
ty-two of these youths were children 
of professing parents. Eighteen of 
them were grand-children and great- 
grand-children of the Reverend Peter 
Thatcher, late minister of the gospel 
at Attleborough in Massachusetts, 
who had the reputation of a godly 
minister, and a faithful parent. It is 
worthy of notice, that in the awaken- 
ings which took place in this settle- 
ment more than six years ago, of 
which I then gave some account in 
my narrative, God seemed to turn the 
hearts of the parents tothe children, 
and now he has turned the hearts of 
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the children to the parents. This 
leads us to hope that he will not come 
and smite this part of the earth with 
acursé. This awakening resembled a 
sudden and unexpected shower, rath- 
er than an expected and settled rain. — 
Although it was sudden, I think the 
young converts in general appeared to 
be well instructed into the great truths 
of the gospel, and to have their con- 
victions and comforts arise in view of 
these truths, instead of phantoms and 
immaginary discoveries. It is more 
than we dare expect, that all these 
children and others, who now think 
they love Christ, will follow him unto 
the end: but I think we have reason 
to hope that something has, in this re. 
vival, been done among that people, 
which will for ever be to the praise of 
the glory of divine grace. 

On my way to Nine Partners, I 
preached a sermon at Chenango Point, 
and one atthe Great Bend. While 
there, I preached two sabbaths, ad- 
ministered the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord’s supper—preached three 
lectures, and spent three afternoons 
in‘examining candidates for commun- 
iou—attended one or two conferences, 
and made several family visits, On 
my way home, I preached one sermon 
at Lawsville, and another at the 
Great Bend. 

Gon. Mag. 





Extract of a letter from the Reverend 
Elipbalet Steele of Paris, New-Yor, 
toa Clergyman in Gonnec. put, dated 
Sept. 28, 1809. 


REV, AND DEAR SIR, 


IT is good to be here. The people 
under my particularcharge are now 
experiencing the manifestations of 
God’s sovereign grace, in a remarka- 
ble revival of religion: Remarkable 
on account of the suddenness of its ta- 
king place, and iis general and extens 
sive spread. There are but few who 
are not solemnized, and it is spread 
over almost all the society. Ic is a- 
mong old and young, particularly the 
latter, 
number of instances of overwhelming 
distress, Some such instances there 
commonly are ina time of awakening, 


It is remarkabie also for the | 
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but here they are frequent. The fol- Ihave only given you a sketch of 
lowing circumstances will give you what I would have narrated more dif- 
some idea of the engagedness and zeal. fusively had I time. But here is e. 
of people. No house but the meet- nough to let you see that God is now 
ing house can accommodate. those who appearing in his glory to build up Zi- 
attend conferences on the evening onin.this place. Come magnify the 
of the Lord’s day. Except Saturday Lotd with me, and let us exalt his 
night, there is a conference every name together. Bless the Lord, O 
evening, Sometimes two or three in my soul! id, 
different parts of the society. 
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A NEW-YEAR’S HYMN. 
On the swiftness of Time. 


WHILE with ‘ceaseless course the sun 
Hasted through the former year, 
Many souls their race have run, 
Never more to meet us here ; 
Fix’d in an eternal state, 
They have done with all below ; 
We a little longer wait, 
But how little—none can know. 


As the winged arrow flies, 

Speedily the mark to find ; 

As the lightning from the skies, 

Darts, and leaves no trace behind ; 

Swiftly thus our fleeting days 

Bear us down life’s rapid stream : 

Upwards, Lorp, our spirits raise, 

All below is but a dream. 

Thanks for mercies past receives 

Pardon of our sins renew, 

Teach us, henceforth, how to live 

With eternity in view : 

Bless thy word to young and old; 

Fill us with a Saviour’s love ; 

And when life’s short tale is told; 

May we dwell with thee above. 
NEwTon. 


— 
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*,.* THE statement respecting the Revival of Religion et 
dlebury, and our list of New Publications, are necessarily postg@ned.- 

The Editors design to give crecj for all matter save occafonal 
sctaps and anecdotes, which they may hereafter select for the Advi- 
ser from bocks, or other periodical publications. 





- = cae 
ne Ap es Pot anee 2. - ae 
fag Lat ci ipa $b oes FES A ce ode 
; a : 


‘ i oe ge ma 
PEARS. A ae SR aT Te 





